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The candid reader is desired to bear in mind the difficulty ot 
. preparing- this report for public inspection. Without the aid ; 
of a Stenographer, hasty minutes were made of the examina-' ■ 
• tion of witnesses, and such other matters in the progress of the 
>' .trial, as might seem necessary to convey to the enquiring ■- 
t- reader a tolerably correct knowledge of the case; which, 
from the hurry and embarrassment of a public investigation, 
must necessarily be. imperfect, and perhaps in some points in- 
eorrect; but no pains or attention have been spared on our :, 
part to render the report worthy of the noticd and patronage 
of a discerning community. 

Newark, July 15 , 1831 . : 


* 
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INTRODUCTION". 

Petek B. Davis, of Camptown, Essex County, was appre¬ 
hended in .Newark, on the 1st of March, and committed to the 
jail of said comity,* on suspicion of having beeu concerned in the 
murder of Baitus Roll, of the Township of "Westfield, in said 
couDty, who was found dead in the snow near his house, on 
the morning of the 23d of February, 1831. An inquest was 
held over the body, and the jury returned a verdict of murder, 
by some person or persons unknown. 

' It having been ascertained that there were two persons con- 
bcerned in the murder of Mr. Roll, abpnt the time of Davis’ ap¬ 
prehension a variety of circumstances concurred to attach sus¬ 
picion upon one Lycidias Baldwin, as the accomplice in the 
. murder. Process was accordingly issued for his apprehension, 
but before he was found by the officer, information of the 
arrest of Davis had been conveyed to bim, and he made his 
escape. This was on Tuesday night, the 1st March. On 
Thursday, the 3d, information was received by the sheriff that 
Baldwin reached Morristown early on the .morning of the 
2d, remained there in his room in a public house all day, and 
retired to bed in the evening ; and that on Thursday morning 
he was found a corpse in his bed. A coroner’s jury pronounced 
his death to have been- occasioned by his taking laudanum. 
He was brought to Camptown, and there interred on Friday. 

The Court of Oyer and Terminer for the County of Essex, 
commenced its regular periodical term, on the second Tuesday 
in April, Chief Justice Ewing presiding. A bill of indictment 
was found by the Grand. Jury against Peter B. Davis, for the 
murder of Baitus Roll, on Wednesday, Lycidius Baldwin, de¬ 
ceased, being an accomplice ; and on Thursday, Davis was ar¬ 
raigned before the court, the indictment read to him ; and to 
the question, “ Guity or not guilty ?” he answered deliberately 
and distinctly, “ Not Guilty,” after which he was remanded to 
prison. 

Some objections were raised to the form of the indictment 
by Davis’ counsel, but they were overruled by the Court, and 
the indictment sustained. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Halsey, counsel for the 
prisoner, for a postponement of the trial; which motion was 
argued on Friday ; and on Saturday morning the Chief Justice 
delivered the opinion of the court in favor of the postpone¬ 
ment, principally on the ground of an extraordinary degree of 
excitement pervading the community against the prisoner. 

The Prosecuting Attorney, in behalf of the Attorney Gepe- 
ral, intimated the expediency of taking measures to procure 
the appointment of a special term of the Court of Oyer and 
Terminer, with as little delay as might be thought consistent 
with the rights and privileges of the prisoner. 

Shortly after the adjournment of Court, the Board f Chosen 
Freeholders [whose province it wasj^ petitioned the Chief JJ 
Justice for the appointment of a special court f>r the trial of 
Davie, and such other prisoners as might then b. iu jail. Ac¬ 
cordingly His Honor issued an order for the holding of a court’ 1 't 
of Oyer and Terminer and General Jail Deliver r, it the Co art 
House iu Newark, and in the Couut\ of Essex, on Tuesday, 
the 28 th day of Juue. 
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, J * TRIAL, &C. 

At a special court of Oyer and Terminer an# General Jail 
Delivery, held at the Court House in Newark, in and for the 
County of Essex, on Tuesday, June2Sth, 1841. 

Present—The Hon. Charles Ewing, Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the State of New Jersey, and Messrs. Har¬ 
rison, Crane and others, judges of the Court of Common Pleas. 

-The names of the witnesses being called over, several of 
them were ascertained lb be absent, particularly on the part of “ 
the prisoner and on the application of his counsel, court ad¬ 
journed until half-past 2 o’clock in the afternoon. 

At the opening of the court in the afternoon, Davis was 
brought in. On stepping into the bar, he cast a hurried glance 
around hun, and particularly towards the bench on which the 
Court were seated, and then deliberately took his seat behind 
his counsel. He is a large, tall, fine looking man, and wore a 
firm steady countenance, apparently unmoved by the scene 
around him. The court room was crowded with spectators. 

Counsel for the Slate, Samuel L. Southard, Attorney Gene 
ral; Amzi Dodd, Prosecutor of the Pleas.' For the prisoner 
•William Halsey, Esq., Joseph C. Hornblower, Asa White- 
head and Jesse B. Pitt. 


State of New Jersey, 1 

vs. V Indictment for Murder. ‘ 

Peter JB. Davis. ) 

Eleven Jurors only were chosen when the whole panel of 
forty-eight had been gone through—19 were rejected on ac-' 
count of prejudice against the prisoner, having previously 
made up an opinion of his guilt—15 were' peremptorily chal¬ 
lenged, 3 were absent, and 11 were sworn on the trial; several 
talisraen were then taken by the Sheriff, when the third one 
called was sworn and completed the Jury. 

Names of the Jurors—James H. Robinson, Samuel S. Jones, 
Moses Woodruff, James N. Hedden, Matthias Baldwin. Caleb 
Ward, Richard Speer, Daniel D. Condit, David Moore, Mar- 
cellus A. Post, David Berdon, Eleazer Baldwin. 


Amzi Dodd, Esq., Prosecutor of the Pleas, opened the 
cause in behalf of the State. He remarked that the prisoner 
stood before the Court charged on an indictment for the 
' murder of Baltus Roll, on the 22d of February last. He then 
read the indictment, and briefly alluded to the testimony by 
which it was expected the charge contained in the indictment 
would be sustained. 


Mrs. Poll was then called and sworn. She was the wife of 
r Baltus Roll, and lived with him in the south part of the town- 
■ ship of Westfield, on the side of the mountain. She was at 
home with her husband on the night of the 22d of February. 
Retired to bed between eight and nine o’clock. There was 
nobody in the house but she and her husband. They were 
disturbed by somebody knocking at'the door between 11 and 


12, as she supposed. A person inquired the way to some 
place, the name of which was not understood. The next 
inquiry was are you not going to get up ? On being answered 
in the nagative, the door was immediately burst open. Two 
men entered, one a large man, the other a small man; they 
seized Roll, drew him from the bed, slatted him about the 
room, and then dragged him out at the door; the man who 
talked through his nose, [the large man] told her to light a 
candle, and asked her where the boy was. She replied they 
had nose. . She then set the candle down on the stove, and as 
the man went out, she ran up stairs and hid herself. Shortly 
afier, the large man came to the head of the stairs and called 
her ; she rose up jand answered ; he told her she might remain; 
that they could do with her as well there. lie then went out. 
She followed behind him. When she came to the door she 
saw the two men tying Baltus ; he was down on the ground, 
his head outside of the gate-way, and his feet in the yard;’ 
the small man was at his feet tying him, and the large man at 
his head, choking him; she did not see him stir, nor did she 
hear him make any noise. She heard them say to him, lay 
still and we will not hurt you; she thought he was dead. She 
passed out of the door and went off in a contrary direction 
from the one where they had him down. The large man had 
a large full face, with large whiskers and light blue eyes, 
which she saw by the light of the candle. It rained when 
they came, and continued to rain until morning. She could 
not see distinctly which seized him first. They were slatting 
Roll about the house 5 or 6 minutes, throwing him against the 
wall, tfcc. He called to her after they had been out about 
five minutes, when she got up and went to the door; the gate 
was not directly in front of the door, but about six feet from 
it. They were then tying him with a large white rope. The 
snow was very deep, but they, threw him in a puddle of icy 
water. She stood about half a minute at the door. This was 
before she lit the candle. She did not see them strike him 
after she got up. After Baltus had done struggling the tall 
man came in ann told her to light a candle. Roll first made a 
noise as if he was calling to some man. Twice he called her 
“mamma;” she heard no more. The large man looked red 
aud mad and queer ; did not know what was the color of his 
whiskers. She saw a large white rope and several other ropes. 
She wandered about in the woods and snow all night. Early 
in the morning she returned near the house ; saw Roll lying ou 
a snow bank, lifeless. The door of the house stood open ; 
she thought the murderers were iu the house aud she did not 
go in, but went to the nearest neighbor’s, Mr. Jesse Cahoon’s, 
whom she . informed of the murder; he sent for Air. Sayre; 
they went to Roll’s house and found him dead. 

Jesse Cahoon sworn, resided about three-fourths of a mile 
from Roll’s house. On the morning of the 23d of February 
he saw Mrs. Roll coming towards his house; she fell down 
twice; he went to meet her; she was very wet and feeble ; it 
it was then about half an hour sun ; she told him Baltus was 


dead; that two men had come last uight and murdered him* 
be thought it could not be so, and that she wan deranged. He 
sent for Brooks Sayre and Joseph Cain. They went to Roll’s 
house, and found him lying on a snow bank five or six feet 
from the gate ; he was lying on biS left side, with his hands, 
knees and ankles tied, lie was entirely naked. They went 
into the house, the button and ketch were bursted off, and lay 
on the floor; foutid the bed torn open and thrown about ; the 
clock case was’ broken open ; a decanter.of spirits was stand¬ 
ing in the closet; the candle had burnt down and run out upon 
the floor Witness took a blanket and spread it over the 
^° d ^' J DeCea8ed w;i8 considerably bruised about the neck, 
but did not appear to have been choked b«r a rope round it. ’ 
Witness saw the track of two persons to a place where some j 
straw was laying, and where a horse had stood and dunged 
two or three times ; saw the track of a sleigh or sled ; this was • 
30 or 40 rods from the house ; it was as far up the mountain in 
that direction as any sleigh had been ; the snow was very deep. ‘ 
The tracks of one of one of the men were large; the other 
small. The horse had three shoes on, by the track; the near 
fore shoe was off; the shoes had been toed, but were worn 
down; the tracks were large. Nothing was done to the body 
except to throw.the blanket over it before the Coroner came at ^ 
. 9 or 10 o’clock. 

Josiah Cahoon sworn. He heard of the murder about 7 
o’clock. He arrived at the house first, and saw that Roll was ' 
dead. His shirt was off lying under him, wound up in a roll. 
There was no appearance or struggling where the body then 
lay. Aaer looking round a short time he went for the -Coro¬ 
ner. 

Brooks Sayre sworn. lie was at Roll’s on the morning 0 f 
the 23d of February/ and saw the dead body of Roll. His 
hands were tied down to his knees ; another rope was tied 
below his knees, and a third round liis ankles. O.no or two 
lights were broken out of the window near the door. Every • 
door in the house was open. A bed in the back room was 
torn to pieces. 

William Stites, J£sq., sworn., He was the Coroner who •; 
held the inquest; found the -body lying on the snow with a 
blanket over it; the hands were tied tight together ; the knees 
were also tied hard together, the hands drawn down to the 
knees. Ho saw no marks of mortal wounds except about the 
throat, which appeared to have been so hard pressed by the 
hand, as to convince him that Roll had been choked to death. 

The tightness of the rope might have been owing to in some 
measure to the rain. Mr. Roll was a good farmer"and' had 1 
apples and other tilings to sell, more than common in times of 
Bcaicity. Witness gave the ropes he took from .the body to 
David Ball. - The road by James Roll’s house to Baltus Roll’s*.-- 
was the only one tx-aveled at that time. 

Samuel Halsey sworn, confirmed the pievious testimony in ". ' 
relation to the situation of the body, the sleigh tracks, and 
where the horse had stood. No person could have known the. - 


road or track without having previously examined it, especially 
in the night. ' , 

Wednesday Morxtng.— Davis came into court with the ut- _ 

. most deliberation and composure of countenance, and took his 
seat near his counsel. • O ■ -t'V 

Dr. J. G. Goble sworn. On the 5th of March he went td' 
Westfield to examine the body of Baltus Roll, in company 
with Drs. Martin and Osborn. The body was disinterred ; he .< -,i 
saw bruises on the head and neck, wiih marks of finger .nails ; ~ 

the arms and legs were also bruised; there were marks of '• 

cords about the wrists, knees and ankles ; the skin was off in 
one spot. The chest exhibited no external marks of violence. 
Examined the body internally; the throat was bruised much ' 
more inside than on the outside; there were extensive bruises ' 
on the right side of the chest internally: seven ribs were 
broken on the right side, in a direct line, one of them in two 
places. The lungs were filled with clotted blood ; the vessels . ' - ■ 

were also crowded with blood. Witness thought the bruises : 
about the body-would not have produced death. From the . 

examination they came to the conclusion that Roll had been ' 

murdered, and that the immediate cause of his death was 
strangulation. He did not think any of the other causes • 
would have produced immediate death. '• . /. ,'t 

Dr. Osborn, affirmed. Confirmed the testimony of Dr. 

Goble. He thought Roll came to his death by violence, and 
that the immediate cause was strangulation. 

David C. Harrison sworn. On Monday after the 1st of Jan- 
nary, he was with Davis near Roll’s quail shooting; Josiah Har¬ 
rison was also in company, and an Irishman who lived below the ■-,;' 
hill [Patrick Hagan], Witness went to Roll’s house with ‘ 
Davis. They saw Mr. and Mrs Roll and a small boy, 12 or 15 
years old. Davis said he had heard Roll was well off; he 
understood he had money under the hearth. This was after 
they had left the house. Three or four weeks before the mur¬ 
der Davis wanted to borrow a pistol of witness; he said he 
was going off towards Somerset. Witness told him his pistol 
was broken, and he did not get it. They had been talking 
about going out quail shooting four or five weeks before they 
went. Roll’s neighborhood was said to be a good place for V 
quails. Davis was in the habit of gunning.' Witness had 
been with him two or three times before. The little Irishman ' ~ 
had invited them up two or three times before they went. ‘ 
Witness had seen him at Davis’ house. The Irishman lived 
near Roll’s. 

Josiah Harrison, sworn. He was with Davis and the last 
witness hunting for quails on the 3d of January. Davis 
invited him and David Ogden Harrison to go up to Hagan’s 
under the mountain. When they went to Roll’s house he 
. asked them in. He drew them some cider, which, they drank 
and paid for, and then went out'. They took dinner at Hatran’s. 
Witness heard nothing about money. They hunted about 
some time after dinner and then went home. This witness * " 

confirms the testimony of the last in other particulars. 






Jftdford IF! Casterline sworn. Saw Davis frequently dur¬ 
ing last winter. Four or five times Davis spoke to him about . 
money; said he knew where and how to get it. Witness 
asked him how, but Davis did not tell. Davis asked him if 
he knew where Baltus Roll lived ? Witness answered he did. 

Davis talked of hiring a farm to move on; said he k'uew a, way 

* to make money ; that it would do him no harm ; he wanted 
some man to be faithful to him. This was during last winter. 

• Davis said the world owed him a living, and he meant to have 
it; said he knew where he could get money,and asked witness ■> >/• 
to go with him ; wanted him to come up and see him and go 
hunting. Witness said he did not know. In the next con- - 
versation Davis wanted witness to go with him and look for a : 

farm ; asked him to come and stay all night with him at 
£ Camptown ; he spoke of Roll’s ; witness told him he thought 
it a good one. Davis spoke of going to Plainfield to “come 
' the pull” over some persons there. Witness did not know / 

what he meant by this. Witness promised to come and see ' j 
him, but did not go. This was three or four weeks before the 
murder. Witness saw Davis afterwards, and he appeared to 
be angry because he had not come to see him according to , . 
promise. Witness said he had forgotten it ; but promised to 
come and not disappoint him again. Davis said it was then 
too late; he had got a person. W^hen \fitness promised to ^ 
come up in the former conversation he wanted to know what 
. ~ the business was. Davis said he would tell him nothing about 
it then; he wanted him sworn and alone. Witness kept the 
ten-pin alley at O’Donnell’s. He never said anything about 
Davis’ conversation until after the apprehension. He then 
mentioned some of the circumstances in the shop where he ' ^ 
worked. He did not think anything about Davis’ declaration 
until he was apprehended, when they came to his recollection. 

Robert Montgomery sworn. He was acquainted with Davi3, 
and had had several conversations with him ; the principal one 
was three or four weeks before the murder of Roll; it was at 
O’Donnell’s tavern, on the night of a heavy snow, 8 or 9 * 

o’clock. Davis told him he wished to speak to him; they 
t went on the front stoop. Davis asked him if he could keep t* 
dark; said he had something to tell him. Witness said he 
thought he could. Davis wanted him never to tell what he 
should communicate. He expressed himself in hints, and seemed 
to wish witness to guess his meaning, without saying what it 
was. Witness thought it was some scheme for passirg coun¬ 
terfeit money, or the like. Davis said he did not mean any¬ 
thing of the kind ; he did not take him [his meaning]. Davis 
looked round the stoop to see if any person was near, and ap¬ 
proached closer to him. He said he knew an old man and 
woman living alone; they had neither chick nor child in the 

* world ^ they had a thousand dollars of money; the world 
owed him a living.and he was determined to have it. If he 

-. . could get a good resolute fellow to go with him h£ could get 
this money. Witness said he understood him; he thought he 
wanted him to commit cold-blooded murder or robbery. Davis 


said he did not understand him at all. He then, after a pause, 
approached nearer to him and cautioned him never to disclose 
what he was going to say. Davis said he knew where he 
could get a pair of pistols ; said he had a good horse ; that 
there were no horses ronnd that could outrun him ; he could 
meet a man going through a piece of woods with money. Wit¬ 
ness told him he thought he knew who he meant, it was King 
Baker. Davis said no; it was not him at all. Some person 
then came up and the conversation was broken off. Davis 
wished him to come up to Camptown and see him next day ; 
he afterwards asked him to go home with him that night, but 
he did not go. He saw Davis again a Sunday or two after¬ 
wards at O'Donnell’s. In the former conversation witness told 
Davis he would think better of it in the morning ; he thought 
Davis was intoxicated and did not know what he was about. 
Davis said, “ the old man knows what he is about.” On the 
Sunday referred to Davis toid witness he had not been as good 
as his word to go up. Witness said no, he had not time 
Davis then said he wanted him to come up next day, when he 
would disclose more fully. Witness communicated the con¬ 
versation he had with Davis on the front stoop to Abraham 
Bertron, the same evening on the back stoop. Witness and 
Davis had had a dispute three or four years before, when 
Davis kept a public house in Newark ; Davis ordered him out 
of doors. Witness never said he would be revenged • he 
thought Davis was in difficulty and in liquor, and said more 
than he intended. Witness had no idea Davis was the mur 
derer until it was hinted to him by Bertron, who wrote the 
letter D, and said that was the first letter of bis name. When 
witness-told Bertron the conversation with Davis, he advised 
him to have aothing to do with the business ; not to go at alL 
Witness and Bertron remained on the back Btoop until they 
heard Davis drive off. 

Abraham Hertron sworn. He saw Davis and Montgomery 
at O’Donnell’s on Tuesday evening the last deep snow. He 
first saw them down in the ten-pin alley about lo or 11 o’clov ' 
they then went up to the tavern and drank together ; he saw 
them go on the front stoop, they afterwards returned into the 
house. They then went down in the alley, where they remain¬ 
ed some time, and then went back in the tavern. 

The Attorney General stated to the court that he was about 
to ask the witness whether he had had a conversation with 
Montgomery, where it took place, and what that conversation 
was* He had donbls of the legality of these questions, there¬ 
fore he stated them to the court before proposing them to the 
witness. The counsel for the pris oner admitted that the legal¬ 
ity of the enquiry now proposed to be enter.-i into on Lb* 
part of the State, had nev r r been settled by the aeeisjons of 
our courts, and submitted the question to the -rt, a .ti such 
observations as suggested themselves in relation to the uitm*- * 
sibility of the testimony tr: posed. The Alter:. rT Gentra. re¬ 
plied, that although be had ibts :£ the 1 e<ralit v ef toe test.- 
mony, his impress:;® was that it was competent, and he be- 
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* licred decisions had taken place in this State corroborative of ■ / 

bis i impressions. The court decided against receiving the tea-;, 
tirr.onr. ' _ ** 

-If. sworn. He had a conversation with Davis 
- a: O'DonneVi's about the last of December. He said to wit¬ 
ness. if he knew where he could get a man to bo true to him v 
he could get a thousand dollars. Witness replied, you and ' 
Sjuire Meeker are good friends, why not get him to assist you ? V 

' Davis said he ^as not the right kind of man. Davis had been 
sued and W3S in difficulty; beard him say he had been hunt- 
ing near Baltns Roll's and tore his pantaloons. 

WEPSESDiT Atteexoon .—Tlcazer JTedden sworn. He was' y - ; 
going on to testify in relation to Davis’ pecuniary difficulties, • 
when bis testimony was objected to and declared by the court 
inadmissible in that stage of the trial. 

Jctham Taylor sworn. He was about to state something ^ ■ 

which occurred three years 3go, when his testimony was ob- ’ 
jected to. 

David BaU sworn. [Prisoner’s counsel called Samuel 
Smith the jail or to be present-] Ball said he was Deputy Sherifi ; 
that four or five days previous to the murder, on his way to ... ■ 
Rahway, he met Davis and another person in a sleigh. Hav¬ 
ing rode about half 3 mile he saw Davis behind. When wit¬ 
ness stopped at a house Davis came up and stopped also. ■>. •>' 
Judge A. L. Barnett was with the witness. From thence 
Davis went on the road towards Baltns Roll’s; this was about •» ' 
the middle of the day. Mr. Ball’s testimony was here objected 
to, and his further examination postponed. 

Benjamin Wilcox sworn. He saw Davis about a week be¬ 
fore the murder, in a one horse sleigh, he enquired if there was . 

• a road up the mountain ? Witness answered there was, but it 
was difficult to pass; that he was going that way and would : 
show him the road. Davis said be wanted to go to Patrick 
Hagan’s. Witness got in the sleigh with him ; they turned in 

a lot by a path; when they got to Janies Roll’s house they 
were in plain view of Baltus Roll’s. Davis pointed his whip 
towards the house, remarking that one Baltns Roll lived 
there; witness said yes. Davis a*ked if he did not own a 
great deal of land ? Witness pointed out and showed him * 
that he did. Davis remarked, he makes a good deal of money, 
don’t he? Do you know if he puts out his money—has he a 
good deal of money by him ? Witness told him he thought ’ '* 

he had ; that such was the general opinion. There was no 
getting to Roll’s along the main road; this path was the only 
wav. Davis did not say what he was going to Hagan’s for 
remained there an hour and a half; witness thought Davis: V 
•told him he wanted to get some fowls. He also told his name/ . 
/..and that he lived at Camptown. ^ 

• ' Patrick Sagan sworn. He lived at the .foot of the mono- V 

r tain, next house below Roll’s; had been acquainted with Davis ' 

prince last Fall. One week before the murder Davis was at his 

* house. He had been there three times, twice hunting. The 
last time, he asked witness if he could get up to Baltus Roll’s* 
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he wanted to get two barrels of cider spirits, and asked wit¬ 
ness to bring it to him. He also inquired for fowls ; be went 
to Roll’s and returned ; he wauted witness to go to Baker’s 
and see it he had any fowls to sell; Baker had none. Davis 
asked him to go to Roll’s and get a sample of his rum, which 
he did and took to Davis afterwards, with three bushels of 
potatoes. There was a heavy fall of snow between this time 
and the murder. Witness had invited Davis to come to his house 
and go hunting, as there was good game there. Witness 
thought Davis first inquired about game. Davis was gone long 
enough to go to Roll’s. Roll had a boy living with him when 
they were there hunting. Witness did not know when the 
boy left Roll’s; he was gone when witness went after the sam¬ 
ple of spirits for Davis. Witness was directed to take his 
seat; when he said, “ I am not done speaking yet;” he wanted 
to tell what he saw the next day after the murder. Prisoner’s 
counsel said that they did not ask it; if the State wished to 
hear it they might do so. The Attorney General, by permis- 
• sion of the court, conferred with the witness, and then stated 
that he did not think what the witness wished to state was 


: competent testimony. 

Gen. Isaac Andruss sworn. 








He daw Davis after his arrest; 
was one of the magistrates who issued the warrant for his ap¬ 
prehension. He was brought before him on the 1st of March, 
between 12 and 1 o’clock; he appeared much debilitated and 
exhausted ; having wounds upon his body inflicted by himself; 
witness examined Davi§, and took down the examination in 
writing. [The witness then produced the examination taken 
on the 1st of March; and also another examination or confes¬ 
sion, taken on the 9th of March, at the jail.] Witness sa: 
Davis had heard that Montgomery had testified against him. 
[ The examination taken on the first of. March was then rear! in 
evidence as follows: 

■ “The examination of Peter B. Davis, takeu before us, David 
D. Crane and Isaac Andruss, two of the justices of the peace 
for the county of Essex. The said Peter B. Davis having 
been suspected of being concerned in the murder of Baltus 
Roll, on the night of the 22d of February last. 

Peter B. Davis saith, that at on Tuesday, the 22d dav of 
February last, he left his house at CamptowD about 10 or 11 
o’clock A. M.; went to Springfield in his sleigh, and took with 
him a man by the name of Davis and left him at Springfid 
went on to Chatham, returned, and spent some time at Spring- 
field ; went to Doctor Camp’s; and from thence went over to 
Meeker’s tavern, and staid there about one hour, and had Ins 
horse fetl; from there lie returned home at Curaptown ; 
it was about half past 9 o’clock when he reached home ; did 
Jacob Ball, the bar-keeper, that night; -..isv no i 


not s 


about the barn or stable, nor about the house that night; 
in at the front door; went lo New York tin next dxv ; i« 
home on Wednesday about 10 o’olook, Jacob Ball brought hi 
down to J. O’Donuel’s; left O'Don a ell's au.l u , m to d*c>r, 
Small’s, and went to Now York, and returned th* **m« 


iff 


ing. The deponeut saith that he knew Baltus Roll, has been 
at his bowse once, was in' company with Ogden Harrison and 
James Hagan; says he never had any conversation with 
Robert Montgomery on the subject of robbing anyone; but 
■ Montgomery proposed to him to pass counterfeit money ; says 
that the reason why he committed an injury upon himself was 
because he had forged his brother George’s name, and that the 1 
• note he passed to Col. John Allen was a forgery. On the 17th 
of February ho was at Hagan’s and got him to go to Mr. 
Roll’s house and get a sample of his cider spirits, which he did 
and brought it to him on the 18th inst., at Camptown, and a 
bag of potatoes; has not seen him since. This dopouent 
further saith, that the first that he heard of Baltus Roll’s death, 
was on coming up from the Hook on Wednesday evening. 
Further saith that he has not been in New York since the 2^d 
of February last. On the night of the 24th of February, he 
had a fight at the Hook, and got his hands hurt. Taken be¬ 
fore us the 1st day of March, 1881. 1>. 1). ORAN K, 

ISAAC A Nl)RUSS. 

The subsequent examination taken on the Oth of March was 
theu offered iu evidence, and objected to by the counsel for the 
prisoner, ou the ground, that when the magistrates had com 
pleted the examination of the prisoner and fully committed 
him to prison ou the 1st of March, they had no right to insti 
tute a uew examination afterwards. Counsel for the State re¬ 
plied : The first examination was taken under peculiar or 
oumstanccs; the prisoner had inflicted wouuds upon himself, 
his situation was distressing ; the result of his wounds could 
not be known or anticipated. After his situation was im 
proved, and he had had time to compose his mind, he was 
called on by the magistrates, and informed that if be then 
wished to make a further statement, or explain his former 
statement, they would take it down, Ac Couit decided 
that the examination could not be admitted in evidence, as 
an examination under the statute. The counsellor the Slate 
theu offered to prove by parole testimony, that the pnsouer 
had made voluntary statements or eontvssu>ns to the ui igis 
trates, aud what those confessions were. Tins ».is objected 
toby the prisoner’s counsel. The argument ou this question 
was defet ted. 
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to answer, saying he would answer no more questions without *' 
the advice of counsel. Hall said Mr. Dodd had advised the 
course then pursued. Witness told Davis several develop¬ 
ments had been made since the lirst examination. 

D. D. Crane , Ebq. t sworn. He said, in consultation it was 
thought advisable to give Davis an opportunity to make 
further explanations. The Prosecuting Attorney told witness 
the prisoner ought to have an opportunity of making further 
explanations or disclosures if lit' thought proper to do so 

/htoitt Hall called. Ho said in substance that the examina 
tion which took, place at the Sharin'* room on the 9th, was u\ 
pursuance of the advice of Mr. Dodd, the Prosecuting Alter 
ncy. It was by request of the Sheiitf that witness attended 
the examination, to see that Davis did not make his esc q.e 
Witness acknowledged he did put two or three questions to 
Parts. In answer to a question by prisoner's counsel. Hull 
Haul he was in Davis’ prison before the examination alluded 
to took place; that he was near Davis ami said to loot ' It 
you have anv answers to make to what l tin about to s,v. you 
must not make them to me.” [Witness then went on to ,m» 
pose A case tor his consideration, which would only e.imuit to 
manslaughter, embracing some of the circumstance* ol Koll’a 
murder ) Such a crime would send him to the State I'tueii 
and forgery would do the same. Davis replied that he w is 
Dot guility 

Samuel HmitA sworn He said he was the jailer H U 
^med letting Hall go mto Davis" prison until do voted bv the 

She.tU, wtm said lb.' Vtlorney Oeneral thought there .. | he 

no impropriety la letting Hall go in done wilh the ... 

lhe examination in the ^heritTs room took pi i o the u*xt U» 
alter Hall bad been m the prison with Davis 

The argument against th» admissibility of pool* lemon , y 
to prove the contents ol the paper puipoitm • to h*» 4J , ^,, 1M 

niticu of the prisoner, or* the v»th of M o I, >, rveutu t S* 

Ins counsel, followed hv the counsel o» the m . ., *h.» |,.| 
cl i mi the right to prove the oouteui* t caper, hut to 

plane the oou fc aa i p n s sd the prisoner iu the po ,«c* M the i»o 
magistrates. Th* court decided agamsi . . the 'on 
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a hurry She had seen Davis there twice before once in Nov¬ 
ember. hunting. 

ZVtt-;':? i> i.V caVe i. He was in the neighborhood of Roll's 
five or six days before the murder. There was no crossing 
the mountain from Roll's to Turkey ; he looked for the road 
hut found none. There was no track on the npper side of the 
mountain further than Cahoon’s ; he fiually went round the 
Springfield road. Witness received three ropes from Esquire 
Siites, which he produced in court. [They were in a bunch 
with other ropes. | 

A. L. Burnet, Esq., sworn. He recollected the ride he had 
with Ball on the 15th of February. Davis stopped at the 
same house. Witness asked him familiarly what he was doing 
there, but he did not explaiu himself. 

Aaron Baldwin sworn. He said that about the last of 
January Davis called on him in the evening and asked if he 
had small pistols to sell? He answered that he had not. 
Davis then asked if he knew where he could buy or borrow 
a pair. Witness told him he was repairing one for Joseph 
Pierson, in Market street; he inquired its value. Davis said 
< be was going a few days from home and wished to have a 
pair. On the day he was arrested he called again, between 12 
and 1, and said he wanted the pistols for a friend who would 
« probably think it strange he had not sent them. Witness 
lives in Bank, near Plane street. Davis came and returned 
•. round the corner of Plane streetl 

William. Looker sworn. He lived at Camptown, Dear 
Davis’ residence. He saw Lycidias Baldwin the day pieced^ 
ing the murder, at his house. He also saw him at Davis’ 
house with Davis, but did not recollect on what day; it was 
■ i.. Davis’ entry in the morning ; he saw no particular conver¬ 

sation between them, but thought they were together. There 
were other persons in the house; he saw Eleazer Hedden 
and Mr. Ball, the barkeeper, there. Witness saw Davis after 
his return from Jersey City; his whiskers were shorter, and 
his hair had been cut; his whiskers were not shaved off but cut 
shorter. Davis was joked by somebody about having his 
head shaved. Witness thought he saw Davis the next morn¬ 
ing after he went to to Jersey City and returned. Davis’ 
stable leaked and it rained the night of the murder; he had 
but one horse; it was a small horse and had a small foot; he 
was in the habit of shoeing him; he was kept well shod ; did 
not know that he was destitute of a shoe at the time of the 
. murder. Ho parted with the horse a short time after the 
murder. Davis told witness he was in difficulty and had let 
the bar to Mr. Ball. “ : , 

r Joseph Pierson sworn. Davis called bn him one or two 
AC days previous to the murder to borrew his pistols. Witness 

• .' pd usc .d to lend them. Davis asked his price ; witness told 
yjf “ ,m n, n e dollars. He said he was going to visit a friend two 

of r ‘de west; he did not get the pistols; he said Baldw in 

rwA** r ‘"T, , w ' tness thought Davis nakl he had come 

* % but *» i* w» » ^ or two l 


» beJjor 


Samuel J>avis sworn. He saw Davis at his own house on 
the morning of the22d of February before the murder. He 
also saw Lyeidias Baldwin there that morning, but he saw no 
privacy between them. Witness rode with Davis to Spring- 
field that day, for which he paid him fifty cents. Davis spoke 
of selling his horse; said he thought he would sell him at 
Chatham. Davis went on from Springfield about 1 o’clock. 
Witness saw him again in the evening between 6 and 7 o’clock 
at the same honse [Van Fleet’s"! ; did not know when he left 
there. Witness asked Davis to carry him to Springfield,which 
is about three and a half miles from Camptown. 

Samuel Miller sworn. Saw Davis on the Providence road, 
about one mile from Springfield, the day previous to the mur¬ 
der; he said he was going to Chatham ; this was off the direct 
road to Chatham. Witness asked him why he did not keep 
the turnpike, it was a better way; there were bare spots on 
both rods; the turnpike was the best, but bad at the forks. 
Davis was alone; he was on the same road witness took to go 
to Roll’s after the murder. By going this road Davis avoided 
the toll-gate. 

George Hand sworn. Saw Davis at S. Condit’s tavern at 
Chatham the night of the murder. He came from towards 
Turkey, and went on the Morris road ten minutes, and then 
cante back and inquired the best road to Camptown. Witness 
said he should go the old road north of the turnpike by Bishop 
Hobart’s place. Davis concluded to go by the way of Spring- 
field, and stop at Doctor Camp’s, where he was to meet a per¬ 
son, and take him home with him. Davis said be understood 
the Priest at Bottlehill wanted to buy a horse; he wished 
them to tell the Priest his horse would fit him; he said he 
wanted money more than the horse. His horse had no bells 
on. Witness heard the Priest did want a horse and bought 
one soon after that. Davis did not appear to be in a hurry. 
It rained that night, and was drizzling when witness saw him. 
Davis had new gloves on. 


Thursday Morning.— The prisoner was brought into court 
and took his seat with his usual composure. 

. Jacob Ball , was introduced and sworn as a witness, under 
circumstances peculiarly solemn and impressive. He was 
brought into court by two men iu an arm-chair, and placed 
upon the witness stand ; he was extremely feeble, and evideut- 
ly in the las£ stages of a decline; his countenance betokened 
him to be rapidly journeyiug to another world. A person 
sfood near to fan and support him during his long examination 
He said he was well acquainted with Davis, and also * uh 
Lycidias Baldwin. lie lived in the house with Davis vcd 
kept the bar at the tune of the murder. Davis had nothing 
Mn d n °/ V \ he bar ' He saw Davis and Baldwin together on 
Monday afternoon before the murder; thev went i W »v r . 

fi^r/ n r t r»t d awf; ,a „r^ ^ ; j . & 

Buldwiu war. tog.U.or the njghl b *tlL '«* 
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He could sometimes hear them talking, but not about the , . 
affair. Davis had told witness if Baldwin came there he 
wanted to see him. This was two or three days before the 
murder. When Davis inquired of him whether he had told ■ 
Baldwin he wanted to see him, witness told him he had for- ’ '-h 
gotten it. , On Tuesday, the 22d of February, Davis started 
loom home between 10 and 12 o’clock for Spriugfield. Samuel f.i 
Davis was with him in the sleigh. Witness saw them about 
a quarter of a mile on the road. He leut Davis a rope about 
ten feet long the same morning; Davis went and got it; he 
untied the knot, untwisted the end and braided the strandB ^ - 
into the body of the rope. On the ropes being shown to wit- j 
ness he held up one, saying that was the only rope which ' 
looked anything like the one he let Davis have,'and he would ‘ 
not swear to that. When Davis braided the three strands into ti*. 
the body of the rope he formed a loop about the size of a lW‘ 
horse’s nose. The rope he held as the only one that looked’^ 
like the one he lent Davis was shorter and in a different state 
from that which he lent him. On the next morning witness , 
asked Davis what time he got home. Davis said it was before 
he had blown out the candle in his room. Wituess went to ■ 1 
bed and blowed out his candle between teh and eleven o’clock, 'y- 
When he went to bed he fastened the bar-room door, and the"' 
other doors of the honss, front and back. Witness asked 
Davis how he got in the bar, where he found him in the morn- - 
iog; he gave him no answer. Davis got in the bar at a door 
at the end of it; this was buttoned, but Davis said he moved 
the button and the door opened. After witness was in bed he 
heard a noise like that of a person on horseback, and got up to 
lookout at the window, but saw nothing. He asked Davis 
whether he had seen a man on horseback." Davis replied that •. 
he had by Taylor’s, only a quarter of a mile off, but did not - 
know which way he went. Witness thought if Davis had 
come home at that hour he should have heard him, as he heard 
the horse go by. Witness did not know whether the cellar - 
or kitchen door were fist or not. He saw Davis in the stable ; 
in the morning; asked him why he did not put him in a dry ' 
stable ; Davis said it was hot worth while, as he was not going 
to use him. The horse was wet to the flanks; the belly was 
dry. Witness thought the water had leaked on the horse' 
through the roof. The Buffalo skin was wet. Davis said his • 
horse had run away and upset; had thrown the buffalo, the 
cushion, himself and whip out; that he stopped Jin a snow 
bank near Mr. Taylor’s where he came up; said he got wet; 
the horse was apt to jump aside; he ran from near Mr. Scott’s. 
Witness examined the place where Davis said his horse had 
run away two or three weeks afterwards, but he could see no 
appearance of the kind ; no snow had fallen daring that time. 
Davis asked witness if his face was not scratched, but he did 
not see any scratch. Witness brought Davis to Newark on 
^Pednesday morning, the day after the murder, and left him 
at George Small’s tavern. He said he was going to Powles 
Hook. He returned again od Thursday morning after break- 


fast. Said he staid at Newark the night before with one "Knap 

at the lower end of the town. When he came home he had 
his hair cut, was shaved and his whiskers diminished - his 
. whiskers were long before, they were then quite short and 
• r - shaved off below the ear. When his altered appearance was 
'noticed, he said Anderson’s devilish barber had done it. On 
Thursday afternoon went up to see Roll and told Davis how 
; he was marked and scratched; this was in answer to Davis’ 
inquiries. Davis went away and returned again on Friday 
V morning. On Thursday morning he called witness out and 
v said he felt very bad about the murder of Roll ; he had been 
up there hunting so often ; and out that night, he was afraid 
he would be suspected. Witness laughed at him, and a-ked 
who he thought would suspect him, -he did not, nor did he 

- •think an y onq else would. On Wednesday morning Davis said 
v. he had been very hot at Dr. Camp’s aud Meeker’s over ni^ht- 
ifT they wanted him to go off with them, but he had no money 
: ; to spare ; said he got some oysters at Meeker’s and came 

h ome.^Sometime during the week after the murder, [thinks 
about Wednesday,] Davis said to witness he had been on a 
f- ha, - d scale, and got pretty drunk ; he should like-to hide three 

- i,' V K re 11 °K ° ne COuld see him - Witness said he 

should not call him asoberman anytime during the week of the 

murder. On tsaturday witness had conversation with him He 
wevto Chatham in the aiierno.on and reiurned after midnight 
. On Sunday witness did not see him until evening when he.cStae 
into the bar. Between two and lour o’clock 011°Monday morn¬ 
ing Davis came to witness’ room ; he said he wanted to oro- 
-cure witness horse to go to the Hook to get his horseback 
1 that he had sold; witness did not let him have his hor*e 
About nine or ten o’clock he and Eleazer Hedden hitched up 
the horse that he had exchanged for his former one - said ihey 
were going to Orange. In the afternoon witness had been 
away aud returned; while he was'putting up his horse Davis 
told him the two Roll’s had been there and a constable; they 
had been quizzing round, ancf talking about the murder ; said 
he did not like it much. Witness was going away when he 
said to him, “see here;” witness told him he did not want to 
hear anything about it, and went off. Next morning, Tues¬ 
day, Davis got into a butcher’s wagon and came towards 
_ Newark. On Thursday previous Davis asked witness to lend 
. him a couple of ropes. Witness asked him what he had done 
with the rope he before let him. have. Davis said somebody 
. stole it out of the stable.. Witness told hint no; ho had taken 
it with him. . He then said some oue had stoleu it from the 
sleigh; Davis said he was going on the island, to get a stud 
; horse. Davis wanted to re-exchange the horse because he 
thought he had been cheated; he thought he could get him 
back by paying five dollars'. Davis had talked of moving from 
Camptown, and had been looking for a farm to bay or hire; 
said he had engaged or bargained for one at Quibbletown ; it 
had been a tavern stand. Davis’ whiskers were usually pretty 
large; could not say certain that they came below the ears. 



but thought they wore ohaved ofT less than before. Witness 
conlri not say whether it was before or after he blowerl the 
eandle out that he hoard the h>>rse pass. Davis might 
have driven under the shed without witness seeing him * 
thought, however, he remained awake longcnongh for Davis 
to take care of his horse and com* in the house, if he had re¬ 
turned about the time he heard the horse pass. Davis might 
possibly have come in without witness hearing him. Davis 
part) to uppei the Wednesday before the murder. 
Witness heard him speak of getting f-pirits at Roll s. He 
went out to procure articles for the party; fowls were scarce at 
that time The horse might have got wet where ha stood, the 
morning of the murder, in a heavy storm. Witness said a 
oonstable from somewhere about Westfield and another person 
» peddler, lodged there that night. Davis had no bells of his’ 
own, but had borrowed bells and did not return them until 
after the murder ; lie used bells when he could get them; wit¬ 
ness did not know whether he used them that day ; he did 
not know of Davis’ wearing over shoes last Winter. Witness 
knew of no particular intimacy between Davis and Lycidias 
Baldwin; they had formerly been on Unfriendly terms. Davis- 
asked witness whether Baldwin would not be a good hand to 
hire ; witness thought be would. 

AnU>ro,r liruen sworn. Saw Davis at Chatham the morn¬ 
ing of the 22d ol rebruary, sun half an hour high - ho re¬ 
mained thee about half an hour. Fie said he was going up to 
sell his horse, hut had not time. Witness promised Davis he 
would see 1 nest h razor about the horse. Davis said ho had 
to meet a man at Dr. Camp’s, and must go baok there lie 
surted in ""■‘'"on. Witness said ho did speak lo the 
Priest, bet he had then got a horse. On Saturday witness saw 
Hans again an, told him the Priest had got a horse. Davis 
replied that he had then traded his horse away 

Kept the tavern at Connecticut 
I arm*, near I >r. Camp s. Davis was there on the night of the 

- h he , r ," ; 7t I T° 8 10 »•<=><><*.«. a one horse 

Sleigh; he might have been an hour there; said ho was in a 

great burn to go away; fed hts horse with-oats. Witness ; 

l,v« three miles from Davis. Davis had some oysters he : 

eatdhe want, 1 logo or ought to go to Elisabethtown. Ly- ' 
« d *“ ®* ld * ,D ' v ^ there about the same time'; they were in 
the barroom together, but.witness saw no conversation be 
tween .hem. Da\ ,s paid hta bill and went, off* w;, .- 
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tween them. Dwa paid his bill and went off 'Witness saw 
Dav .s as he was going away, but did not know whether Bald¬ 
win went with bun. Baldwin was usually very talkative but 

w “ Z? ‘ w a,at n,ght vf' 7 bim “ d MnTfotd Skw 
^ ,tness J aw Da ™ fi«t and Baldwin soon afte? 
said he wanted to see Dr. Camp, and went out: in a few 

Wmici’>1 reU t T i ga L D * Witnpss took him to be sober. ' 
v aSt ' id w i at , he ® hoQld tie Davis’ horse with; told 
r VWW M. a of clothes line. It did not rain before 10 : 

m ^ ^ had Sev °' il P ieces «f the same U 

There were many people .cere that night. Witne • 
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selected two pieces of rope from the bnnch lying- on the table 
in court, which he thought were cut from the same clothes 
line; there was no mark about the rope to distinguish it; he 
saw the rope on the wheelbarrow and thought the two pieces 
looked like it; the one on the wheelbarrow was dirty and this 
was dirty. 

Stephen Cocker, the boy, sworn. He lived with Mr. Meek¬ 
er ; saw Davis there on the night of the murder, between 8 
and 9 o’clock ; first saw him in the bar-room, then in the 
kitchen eating oysters. He saw his horse and sleigh under 
the shed not fastened ; Davis was in the house. Witness tied 
the horse with a rope he got from the wheelbarrow ; he cut it 
from the clothes line and put it on the wheelbarrow ; it was 
four or five feet long ; it bad a knot in one end tied by Mrs. 
Meeker. Witness went to the shed next morning, but did not 
find the rope; he looked for it to tie a pump in the cellar to 
pump out water. He saw the rope afterwards in the grand , 
jury room, when the grand jury were sitting. On examin¬ 
ing the bundle of ropes in court he selected one, and said that 
looked like it, but could not say it was the rope ; it was 
Bhorter; it was the same size and looked like it; the rope put 
on Davis’ horse was about a foot longer ; the knot was like 
the one tied by Mrs. Meeker. He never saw just such a knot 
before, buUconld not explain the difference between that and 
other knots ; he tried to untie it when on the wheelbarrow, 
but could not. There were no bells on the horse 

8W °, rn - She waa lhe wife of Joseph Meeker. 
Davis was at their house on the 22d of‘February, about 8 
o clock iu the evening. She first saw him in the kitchen eat- 

inVhmrv 5 that ** 8 °° n aS Possible—said he was 

town h lid not V he was S oln £> or ought to go to Elizabeth- 
town , did not know when he went away. She knew the 
clothes line which had been cut up for halters; she saw tho 
ron^K V<? a 11 , OM Lhe wheelbarrow that day. On the 

h?l Wn 1S r ? Uded i t0 her> She P icked out which she said 
had been cut horn the same line and given to David Ball and 

! er r e ^ Chsl ’ eSaiJ l0 ° ked enoi ^ h lik * the rope she 
saw on the wheelbarrow to be the same, but she could not be 
O Posi ive-so many ropes look alike; it was shorter. She 
mentioned the names of several persons who were at the house 
that night She knew of no particular mark on the clothes 
line ; she knew the line from having used it; had owned the 
rope for two or three years ; the knot looked very much like 
the knot she tied in it when it was new ; could not swear the 
knot was the same, but it looked enough like it to be the same. 
J - Jonathan M. Meeker sworn. On Monday after the murder 
witness passed Davis’ house about S o’clock. He saw Davis, 
^ Charles Townley, J. Roll and Mr. Wade ; thought Davis ob¬ 
served they had been casting lots who had committed the 
murder of Roll, and that the lot fell on Townley. Davis said 
he wanted to borrow $800 of witness to pay for a place be had 
been getting at Quibbletown ; he thought it a good bargain ; 
it would reduce his rent below what it now was. Witness 
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told him he had no money to spare. Davis then spoke of the 
murder of Roll; he either said they judge me, or I may be 
judged, -witness did not recollect which. He said he wen\ to 
Chatham that day, [22d] with S. Davis, and was informed a 
man wanted to buy a horse, but on his way met a neighbor, 
who told him the man had got a horse; said he returned home 
by way of Dr. Camp’s—put up his horse at Meeker’s ; while 
there went out, found his horse loose under the shed, the rope 
gone, and a man making off from where his horso stood ; add¬ 
ing, he did not doubt that was the rope Roll was tied with. 

• This conversation was not private; it was near Davis’ door. 

Jonathan M. Meeker , Jr., sworn. He was with his uncle at the 
time of above the conversation. Davis'said he was at Meeker’s 
the night of the murder. When he went to the shed his horso 
was loose and the rope gone ; he saw a man going out from 
under the shed ; said he wished ho had taken more notice of 
this man ; for the thought struck him when ho heard of the 
morder, whether this was not the man that had taken the 
rope from the bis horse for that purpose. 

1 Crowell Wilkinson sworn. He was at Meeker’s tavern at 
the Farms on the 22d of February, about 7 o’clock in tho even¬ 
ing. He saw Davis there about 8 o’clock, and Lycidas Bald¬ 
win shortly after, but did not know Baldwin at the time ; he 
came in and sat down with his back towards witness; had been 
long acquainted with him; he was dressed differently from 
what he had ever seen him—had on a large thick overcoat and 
an old looking hat, nearly covering his face ; witness saw him 
talking with Caleb Headley. He was generally very lively and 
sociable with witness. Witness played on the violin; Bald¬ 
win was fond of hearing him play, and would always before 
ask him to play ; witness had his violin there at the time. 
Davis left the house about twenty minutes before Baldwin. 
Witness did not see where Baldwin went after he left the bar¬ 
room. This was near 10 o’clock. Witness saw no conversa¬ 
tion or intimacy between Davis and Baldwin. It was Wash¬ 
ington’s birth night—there were several musicians there ; “ it 
waB a dreadful place for music round there.” Baldwin had a 
high standing collar round his head. Witness asked Davis if 
he was going home, as he wanted to ride with him. Ho said 
he was not going home, he was going to Elizabethtown, and 
after that he didn’t know where the devil he should go. He 
saw Baldwin speak to nobody till he was going out of the door., 
John Headley sworn. Saw Davis at Meeker’s on the 22d 
of February about half an hour. Wilkin and Headley were 
playing the fiddle ; Davis danced about a minute. Witness 
also saw Baldwin there ; he did not know him at first; had ou‘ 
an old coat, and hat down over his face; he after ,js saw 
him talking with C. Headley. Baldwin came up to witness 
and asked where Mr. Meeker was ? Witness said he had gone 
ont; he then wished witness to wait on him, aud /<*i him some 
cider. Witness drew some, when Baldwin said he did Dot 
want more than a gill; he tasted it and said « Js thi tier ?" 
witness answered yes. Baldwin -• -id he von I ha,- * me 
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apple-jaek in it; he drank some, threw down three cents and 
went out. Baldwin was there about one hour altogether. 
About the time Baldwin went out witness saw a sleigh go past 
Dr. Camp’s door towards the Farms Church, a one horse sleigh. 

David Wade sworn. He was at Meeker’s Taveru on the 
night of the 22d February; saw Davis there; thought he 
went away about 8 o’clock, or as late as that, in t\ one horse 
sleigh; did not see which of tho roads ho took; ho was alone 
in the sloigh. It did not rain ; ho had no bells ; was on a walk 
as though ho was going to stop at the front door, but did not 
notice whether lie did or not. Witness oamo to Meeker’s a 
little after 7 o’clock; stoppod at Dr. Camp’s and Davis was 
then there. 

Kliua II. Campbell sworn. Was at Meokor’s on the night 
of tho 22d February; saw Davis and Baldwin there botween 
8 and 0 o’clock. Do not know when they caine thore or wont 
away. 

Abner Smalley sworn. lie lived on Roll’s farm. Ho found 
a piece of rope up stairs on the floor about six weeks alter tho 
murder, which ho gave to David Ball. 

Mr. Ball being called, identified the rope among tho bunch 
of ropes in tho court. 

Klcuzer /hidden called again. IIo was at Davis’ tho morn¬ 
ing after tho murder, and saw Lycidias Baldwin thore in tho 
entry with Davis. lie also saw them together the day before 
Davis was apprehended, by tho side of A. I(edden’s barn ; they 
were a short time in conversation. Baldwin was in a wagon 
at tho barn when Davis called him and went up to hirn. Davis 
wanted to hire tho wagon Baldwin had to go to Orange, but 
Baldwin said it was not his ; they were together only two or 
three minutes. 

Jeplhu Randolph sworn. IIo staid at Davis on the night of 
the 22d February. Davis w is not at home. Witness went to 
bed about 10 o’clock and and laid awake until 12 ; he did not 
see or hear anything of Davis’ return before he went to sleep. 
When witness came down stairs in tho morning about daylight, 
Davis was in the bar; no other person was up a* he saw, 
Davis said he had been away; that he had disappointed wit¬ 
ness, but it was not in his power to do otherwise. They went 
into tho stable. Witness asked Davis how his horse came so 
wet. He replied that the stable leaked. The sleigh was un 
dor cover, but as wet at if it had been in the ram. They 
went into tho house. Witness remarked to Davis, “ Cap am, 
you look bad.” Davis said yes, he had beou m a -piee, he 
had carried a man from Springfield to Bottle Hill for fifty 
cents, and then returned to Dr. Camp's. Cuming home his 
horse had run away and up*<-t in a snow bank , * mi the^r had 
a spree at Meeker’s. It rained before wiim « got to (’snip 
town from Newark, eatly in the eveemv but not much when 
he weul to bed. There wee a stranger la the same room, which 
was the cause of bis laying awake so long The buffalo skin 
was wet and thrown oo witness’ cushion, which was made too 
wet to sit oo. WiU»c *4 strived at Camp town about oaudie 
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Brook• Roll sworn. Lired two miles from Springfield ; waa 
home the night of the murder ; he beard somebody peas up the 
roed about lo o’clock that night, and about 1 in the morning 
b* heard BotceiK)dj put back igvio ; he heard the clock 
•tnke. There was no other way to gel to Baltus Roll's but to 
u' h>>u*e. Witness was old and blind, and seemed 
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to belters in wu- ,. _ 

Or. Ihrvid Marlin sworn: Was at the supper table at 
Allen’s when Peter B. Daria and Samuel Davis were there. 

>w»e; d jokes were passed on Samuel Daria about the murder, 
he bring in liquor and about the aizo of the small man; no 
other alluaion waa mada to anyone in 'connection with the 
murder. Witness was present at the examination of Roll’ll 
body, and confirmed the testimony of Dr. Goble. 

trr<lmrirk Chapin sworn: Saw Davis at Jersey City the day 
■ a? 1 . «t ib* mord« r , came up in the stage with him. Davis said , j; 
1..- had been to re about a stud horse. 'Witness asked Davis 
if be bad beard of a murder being committed in the township 
^prtngfirld the day before; he answered that he had noi. 
Witness said he had heard it was an old man living with his 
wil« *h-< bad no children. Davis Hud he knew nobody ot the 
dr«< ripuon to thu neighborhood. Roll’s name waa not men¬ 
tioned. . 

JuKn B. Carle awom : He rode in the atage wfth Davis down v 
to J.?*«y City on the laat of February or first of March, the 
day before Davis waa taken up. Davis said he had got in a 
•craps on the 22d ot P’ebruary in trading a horse at Jersey ? 

City, and waa going down to fry and get clear of pacing 

smart money. 

Jediah J. Nichole sworn. Saw Davis about 12 o’clock on 
th‘: day before he was taken up, talking with Mead, the 
botcher, near witness’ honae; he went away and relumed *h 

agam. W he/, he returned be said : “ I’ve done it for rny#el/;”‘ " 1 

he then pulled up Ins shirt and witness saw he was bloody;iVJ 
he wanted to go and lay down. Witness said he did not wish ' 
v, hare anything to do with adch a person ; he saw no wound. 

Da/Vent down and got in a lot and wa* there taken. lie 
had done it for himself ' 


said the world was not lit to live in ; 
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Jed. J. Baldwin sworn. Davis came to witness’ shop on the 
day he was arrested, about noon; he also saw him at Nichols’s. 

He said he had “ fixed the business,” pulling open his clothes 
and exhibiting blood and wounds; he said he wa8 gnilty of 
forgery and accused of a crime he was not guilty of Davis 
went below the house over in the orchard; a number went to 
- see him in the lot; he objected to having his wounds dressed ; : 
said be should not live long. The doctor told him his wounds 
were not mortfil; his wounds were then dressed. He refused 
to go to his brother’s or to go home ; said he^would go to 
O’Donnell’s; he got into a wagon, and was there arrested by 
Ball, the constable. Davis looked wild and melancholy. Wit¬ 
ness did not like to take care of him in this situation. Davis 
gave up his knife to scratch lint to dress his wounds, but with 
reluctance. Said he was driven to forgery by circumstances. 

'< • Dr. W. Nichols sworn. He found Davis in Baldwin’s lot as • 
above stated ; ho had two wounds over his chest and. ono on 
his stomach, cut with a knife ; they were severe, but not dan¬ 
gerous. Davis was rational. 

Sheriff Mead sworn. Saw Davis on the day of his arrest, ‘ 
abont nooD, near the store lately occupied by Geo. W. Gray, 
on Broad st. He turned off the walkj looking at witness, who 
thonght he acted strangely. 

Ezra D. Crane sworn. Returned from Jersey City in the 
same stage with Davis on the 23d February. When.something 
was said about a murder, Davis asked what murder? The 
name of Flanagan was mentioned as the deceased person. Da- 
, vis said he knew no such man ; he thought he knew all the per- 

• sons in the vicinity of where the murder was reported to have 

• taken place. 

David Tompkins sworn. He kept a public house at Mor¬ 
ristown. 

The Counsel for the prisoner here called on the Attorney 
General to state what he meant to prove by the witness ? The 
Attorney General stated that his object was to prove the cir¬ 
cumstances attending the death of Lycidias Baldwin, &c. 
The Counsel,for prisoner wished time to examine the law in 
relation to the admissibility of the evidence proposed ; and it 
-being 8£ o’clock, requested a postponement of the discussion 
of the question until morning, which was granted. ^ 

Stephen JET. Pierson sworn. Saw Davis the day he was ar¬ 
rested. He said he was not guilty of murder, but was guilty 
. of forgery; he was in trouble and wanted to die ; there were 
several persons present. Davis looked round and asked if 
Robert Montgomery was there; said if he could he would be 
the death of him, he was willing to die. Montgomery had 
made on affidavit in relation to Davis that day. 

' John Giles sworn. Lived at Quibbletown. He saw Davis 
on Saturday before the murder. Davis had bargained for his 
place ; was to give $100 in cash and three notes of $300, <fcc.; 
y he offered to raise the whole of the money if witness would 








make a deduction ; he though the money was worth more than 
the interest. Davis mentioned several persona from whom he 
expected he could get the money. 

Matthias TV. .Ross sworn. He was the postmaster at Camp- 
town ; he saw Davis the morning after the murder, at his own 
house, 20 minutes to 5 o’clock, as he went to open the mail; 
he had a candle in his hand and carne to open the door. Wit¬ 
ness went in where he nsnally opened the mail; thought Davis 
had on his pantaloons and vest; not a word was said about 
where he had been during the night. Witness had before 
found him up at that hour. Witness thought Davis’ whiskers 
were not large ; he took no notice of whiskers. He saw noth¬ 
ing to excite suspicion. 

Friday Mornin q.— David Ball cabled. He was the offi¬ 
cer who arrested Davis on the 1st ol March, near Jed. J. Bald¬ 
win’s shop, in the back street in a wagon. Davis said he had 
done the job for himself; he wanted to die. Witness asked the 
cause. Davis said he had forged his brother’s name and did 
not want to live; he said he wanted to put the knife in Bob 
Montgomery, then he was ready t/S die. On Thursday after 
Davis 1 arrest; witness examined the snowbank where Davis 
said his sleigh upset; he saw no marks of any kind but chil-. 
dren’s. No snow bad fallen since the murder. 

Counsel for the State hero offered in evidence a map of the 
roads taken by the witness with such explanations as he should 
give. This was objected to by the prisoner’s counsel. The 
Court decided against admitting the map as testimony, inas¬ 
much as it had'not been made by a regular surveyor. 

Adeline Burdick sworn. She lived at Abraham Baldwin’s, 
in sight of Davis’ house. On the night of the 22d February a 
cousin and herself were sitting up until from 2 to 3 otelock in 
the morning; she saw light at Mr. Davis’ in the dwelling part 
of the house, between 2 and 3 o’clock; it appeared like the 
light of a candle; saw it only as she passed the window; it 
was raining. Witness went out into the kitchen and saw the 
light from the kitchen window as she passed ; did not stop to 
look at the light ; would not say certaiply it was the light of 
a candle ; she was not certain as to the hour ; it was 10 o’clock 
when the family went to bed ; thought it was four hours after 
ward when she went into the kitchen and saw the light. 

Sarah Baldvrin. sworn. She was in company with her 
cousin, the last witness, at her lather’s house, on the night of 
the 22d February. She thought it was between 2 and 3 
o’clock when her cousin went into the kitchen ; they lit a cau¬ 
dle when the family went to bed, and had burnt it out. 

Henry Mead sworn. Saw Davis about the time of the ar¬ 
rest, Asked him why he did not go and attend his trials at 
Esq. Crane’s. Davis replied he knew they were just debts, 
but he could not pay them; and he was not going there to be 
taken by two or three constables. Dr. Williams told Da\ is he 
was suspected of robbing and killing Roll. Davis said, u for 
God’& sake is it so?” Witness replied it was what Lte'heaid 
up at thg tavern. Davis said, “ isn’t it too bad that an inno- 
























it O’DonneH's. Witness did not tell him he had the execu¬ 
tion. Davis did meet him according to promise. Witness did 
not observe anj unusual agitation or alarm in Davis’ conduct. 

I\tnis AiUn sworn. He saw Davis at his house in Spring- 
field on the _-2d February ; S3id he had 3n errand to Bottle- 
Hill, but had got almost discouraged, the sleighing was sobad. 
Witness said it was growing worse, and he thought he had ; 
better go on. Witness did not recollect of seeing him in his 
house on his return, bat saw him coming in the road near his 
house. 


: | 




Joseph W. Camp sworn. Had a note from Mr. Davis ; told 
him he was afraid there was something wrong about- it. It was 
a year ago; it was drawn by Samuel Davis and endorsed by 
Peter B. Davis. Witness told him his brother would not ac¬ 
knowledge the signature. Witness believed the same note- 
was in existence after the murder of RolL Witness saw Da- ' 
vis three or four days after his arrest, in prison; he looked fee¬ 
ble; he observed nothing else particular about him; could net' 
recollect any change in his whiskers. 


David Wade called. About three weeks before the mnrdes v - 
he arrested Davis on two warrants; he gave bonds for his ap¬ 
pearance, but did not appear when returnable. The day before. - \ . 
the return, Davis told witness he had settled, one of them ; the 
other he should not appear on, and did not. Witness was at."' 
Davis’ house on Monday before his arrest, at 2 or 3 o’doctin 
the afternoon. A conversation took place on the subject of * 
the murder; they went to challenging one and another ; there 
were two other persons present. One challenged Davis, he. -. 
being a large man. Witness said Davis was ont that evemng_. r -~' 
at the Farms. Davis said he got home about 10 o’clock. They 1 “ ; 
agreed to toss up ; the lot fell on Townley. Witness thought' -: '- 
Davis a little agitated, but had been joking. Witness saw X. - 
M. Meeker there, and a young man. 


Samuel Midler was called to testify as to the difficulty of 
identifying ropes. He dealt in old ropes, and could not tell 
one rope from another, but thought after using a particular .. . 
rope any length of time he should know it, even without being 
able to describe particular marks. > - . _ 

Matthias-Ross sworn. Davis’ horse was of a middling size;^ - 
had quite a small foot. He thought a shoe well put on a horse y d <: '- 
would remain on six or eight weeks. 


Thomas B. Bier&on sworn. . Knew Davis’ horse shod him 
last -winter ; he had small feet; less than the common size; he . j- i 
shod him directly after the deep snow; he thought the latter ' 

part of January; shoes well set will stay on six or eight weeks. ; . 

W. Stitess stated that a small bit of cloth had been brought 
to his house by Mr. Colie, which witness examined with Davis’. - 
coat, bnt it did not agree therewith ; the cloth had a seam in ' * 
one side of it, and had the appearance of being tom. from a 
coat. 






^ JEleazer Hedden called. Said that Davis’ stable leaked* 
j£ T Witness kept a horse there a year ago, and took him out on 
account of the stable leaking. Davis usually kept his horse in 
|r:. • that stable. - w 

fyL r Wicklijp S. Condit sworn. Had a note purporting to have 
^ been drawn by George Davis and endorsed by Peter B. Davis. 

CT Witness went to prisoner the day of his arrest and asked, him 
g.. about the note; Davis said he did not know what his brother 
'r?; "would think of him . Witness told him if he would clear him— 
•vk'.self of the murder charge, the other was of small consequence. 
On the 23d of 24th February Davis came to witness to be bis 
? eCQi: ‘ity on a debt he owed S. H. Fiersou , he said ~he wras go- 
^° } swap horses and would pay it; he. am-eared, as usual. 
Davis horse was under the middle sire, a chestnut or dark so> 
Kg?'Witness had the note some time, perhaps two mentis 
^.before Davis’ arrest. Davis knew he had is. It- was drawn 
sgV. payable at one year ; he wanted money far it or shorter r arer, 
§?* discounted ; it was about five mu:;> since it —as drawn. 
^ Davis mumated it was a forged note cn his arrest, when he 
B 8 - saidhe did not know what bis brother would ih.uk of hiro. 
Ei5<\ Mrs - sworn. She found a bit of dark smoked 

^-coarse doth about twenty rods from Rod's h; use on a b usu ; 
^ she gave it to Mr. Colie. ’ 

8S -Dr. James It. Co^ sworn. Said Davis was at his house- 
£*> .- 5*? the night of the murder about 8 o’clock : wanted to settl - 
his account. Witness asked him if be wished to nav it. Da- 
vis. said he had no money, but he would h Te him'a "due bill - 
^ .witness told him he was busy and he bad better ccme uu au- 
. OLner time ; was there a few minutes, perhaps ten. Witness 
was at MeekeFs, but did not recollect cf seeing him there. It 
y,_rpj ramed a little. Davis told witness he calculated to remove 
•. from Camp town before a great while. W . ness kept a store 
^ aTls dealt with. hiin. Do.vis bad no otiex- Ijasine-ss ^ t.S 
witness that night besides settling the account as stated, 
feat V 7 \ -D- ^ Tan& > Esq. Had issued process against Davis 
W- "which were returnable the day of his arrest; two salts; o-ue a 
\j: : debt of near $20, the other $5* or $5. 

v ; • Samuel E.£) arris called. He went with Peter V. Davis to 
^v Spnngneld on the 22d. February ; Davis bad .on elastic ovsr- 
^■^sho-es; the track of an elastic overshoe was more like the track 
w • . of ^ foot with a stocking on than, with a common, shc-e; the 
track is also less than that, of a common overshoe; is looks 
sE^.more like that of the natural shoe than does a leather.over- 
h shoe, and the person walks lighter with them. 

*9;Eleazer Eedden called. IS ever saw Davis with elastic over 
on > bad often rode with him. 

-m James Eruxp sworn. Davis staid at his house the night 
after the murder; he came there a little after 9 o’clock; w it- 
^•v ness lives at the lower end of the town of hfewark; Davis had 
s«-. beeii to New York; nothing was said about the murder; vrit- 
ness had not then heard of it. - 

v Counsel on both sides here declared themselves through 
JgV^ith the testimony, excepting as to one witness on b side. 
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|« riTTitiT v : 31>—rs. — Henry Smith sworn.- Knew the 4i 
A* let Mr.itcy haTe at Jersey City; sir ij,* ^ - ft 

t_ -i nlgi: after the muruer—the shoes were all on the horse-” t 
> r • they til the app»earanoe erf having been set eight or ten da vs '-w 
. he:’ -i : he examined every foot; the sleighing'wss had. * r 
Mr. H: —itl oarer resumed his address to the jcry twenty 
^^Hhnwtes after ten, and continued until twenty minutes before V 

twelve, oocnrying the Coort in all two hours and thirty-five tv 
minutes. His address was eloquent and pathetic—the pris- -1 - 
* - oner, the ; ury and the audience were frequently in tears. 

• - Mr. Hn-sey followed on the same side He "commenced tetr 
■ ' k mitu-.es before twelve, and gave way for the Court to adjourn WS 
f - for dinner fifteen minutes after ODe _ " Xj 

• V f . SxmtDAT ArrEssoos. — Mrs. Miriam Sayre swora/Xivee ^3 
a; Connecticut Farms, two miles from the meetinghouse to- dll 
warts Westfield ; says her son was oat, and she was up late ±A 
on the 22 d February; she was at the door she thinks after 12 --- 
. o'clock, and saw something coming very fast until it came K 
near the house; went slow past the house, then went fast^ 
again; she was alone and took particular notice of it-ahe ' 
though: it was a one-horse sleigh with two men in it, but was 
net certain ; when it passed the house witness was looking out * 

. at the hr. k window—the road was behind the house that was X 
then travelled; thought it was after she heard the clock strike ^ 
12: she w as exp>ecting her son home. • ■ - : 

- Mr. Halsey resumed his argument five minutes before 8, and A 
oontinned until twenty-five minutes after 5, occupying' the X? 
Court in all about four h : urs. -At the commenoementof his 
address remarked that his colleague had gone so fully and ably 
over the case that he had left bnt little for him to aav, aDd Mk 
‘ he should not. therefore, occupy a very large space of’time 
in his remarks. He, however, went fully and minutelv into ^ 
r the testimony, and iefr ** no stone unturned ” in favor of the \ 
— prisoner. > 

_ Mr.. Southard clewed in behalf of the State. He commenced J -* 
r - '• immediately sixer Mr. Ha3*ej ? 2 .t dovn and closed thirty-five * ^ 

: ^ minutes atier S, occupying* about three hours. His address - 

. - - - - 


it to the end of it- He presented to the Jury 
many strong circamstances which were entirely. or«adoofced i ** 
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' • lie progress of the testimony : and it was remarked that the i J 
i walls ot the Court room had never reverberated upoa a jury z,_ 
inore p-verrul appeal to their it dgment and understanding. ~\~3 
V The Chief Justice addressed the Jury in a. charge of about j* 
-~3j5J -twenty-minutes. He was extremely careful to preserve in his ^r. 
■ ’ *■ remarks the strictest neutrality between the people and the • 
'■-Cprisoner.. It was impossible for the Jury to catch a single •" 

• 1 word, by whtch they cenid gness Hi« opinion. -- —^:i' jj 

* The Jury retired to deliberate about 9 o’clock, and between 
1 and 1 returned a verdict of Not Guilty. ■/ 

~%Z i- The prisoner appeared greatly overjoyed at the verdict, and . 
-tf._ ^attempted to shake hands witr. several around him, some of 
^ whom'declined the offer. . . --‘-'*''*■',*2 

^ Movdai Mosin vg, July 4.—Da'fia was arraigned before - 
“ 'J-r'- ^ oart oa f° n r indictments for forgery, to three of which he ' 
.1 plead GUILTY. He was then sentenced to eight years hard 
t ••/>' -- lat>or in the State Prison on each indictment, milking t wen tv— * • 
4^7>L/onr years service. 

r. r wThursday morning, the 14th July, Davis took his de- 
^partore for Trenton, and is now secluded from society, where 
. • he will probably continue the remainder of his days.* 















